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Table 9. Change in property value due to water quality

Change in property value | Estimated change in Lake
Change in transparency (per foot lake frontage) Sarah property value
A 1 meter (3.3 feet) A $18 - $50 $2 - $4.2 million
($13,500 - $29,000/home)
W 1 meter (3.3 feet) W $65 - $140 $0.5 - $1.5 million
($3,700 - $10,400/home)

Based on research conducted by the University of Maine (James et. al., 1995)

Either a decrease or improvement in water quality would result in a significant loss or gain of tax
revenue to the cities and county as well as affect the property owners. The cost estimates for
completing multiple lake improvement projects on Lake Sarah range from $324,000 to $744,000.
Although these figures are high, the figures listed above demonstrate the high dollar losses that

may and have occurred due to degrading water quality in Lake Sarah.

10.0 CONCLUSIONS

Eight priority management areas were identified within the Lake Sarah watershed. Although a
few site specific projects were identified to reduce pollutant loading to Lake Sarah, the majority
of the loading is from agricultural land. The implementation plan recommendations focus on
resolving the known site specific problems and reducing the overall impact of farm land on the
lake through best management practices and education. Since Lake Sarah is normally
phosphorus limited, the practices focus on removing phosphorus from the tributaries entering the
lake. The implementation projects will also reduce loading of sediment, nitrogen and other
pollutants to the lake. A combination of agricultural, educational, administrative and in-lake

practices are needed to improve the water quality of Lake Sarah.
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